..". gep within the virgin forest,
"| thie canopy of mammoth

teaks hiter sunkght to the
muremum. The dardkness at moon
has a shroud of gloom. Wind whis
flps past, unmoved. In his own
mother earth's lap, Mangi Ready
hne  awailing death

The Konda Heddy youlh s image
wio months old, from a trip of the
Rampachodavaram lonest ranges
| of East Godavari has a frightening
frashnass for one even today. Lakd
oul by fus wife and others under the
froadt-yard jack trée, in a tribal ham-
el by the side of the Marradumall-
Chintalapudi jeep road near lvwam
palli. o die, Mangl Peoddy's fale
woukd Sum up thal of the Libal Com
munitiez of the Godavan lorests

Existencea has becomea nghtmansh
within @ cul-de-sac
In the Higon Hills~ as the Godavar!
areas of tha Eastern Ghats are
known for their wikd bisons, the
noose is baing tighlened further,
with each passing day, on the “oni-
ginal Telugu tribés' neck, by a faw
government agencias which ironi-
cally wore sel up 1o guide them.
and the non-iribals who have en-

croached nto the tnbal

The Girgan Cooperative a
hon (GCC) sot up by the state gov-
ernment in 1969 to act as an in-
termadiary batween the tribals and
the markol with monopoly rights on
minor forest produca, with a view 1o
ond the ragn ol méddleman, today
lakes the cake in hampenng tnbal
interests. The GCC blocks the indi-
viduals' right for access to open

Vanguard for
Tribal Welfare

uding wilth oulsiders i grabbing
ribal lamds

T ety O The uisdlenground odtn

s Al vanous lgllislaxiisings] ool

oudr o these forests wherg [hoy
were 1o be well entrenched pro

widhod o row angle (o the Godawvan
fribrals shiuggle lod wxislency. o
e begunring Unough e lirg pow
provided by the extreamists enalded
ooprassed nbals o stand up 10 ox

ploitalon @l least i d lew Casds

later whian Ing pohice hightenad s
grip over the extremist hde-ouls
a8 bid 1o hquidate the revolulion on
bahal! ol (hg slates. they Webals 100
found thomsahyas al the receving
and as the police often lended 1o
look upon the tribals as those who
harbpured the exlremisis, Later on
came siores of extromisis and the
police laking tumns al lerronsing
and hokding tnbal villages o ran
som. And under the waight all that
lay the tnbal populabon of the
Godavari forasls struggling  for
breath and Ife.. like Mang
Reddy

Birth of Sakt!
Here amidst all this, in the local

tibal relorrmusl ropsemant in 1985

Mareh:. Thal '« 1L ]

Though  assenlally  Sdael
woulll classily a° o VORAIESY O
Mesalion, whal sers of chifforen
from the thousar 15 achve Ioday 11
LLATRRAT T [ kil Ll TRTH P (LETF R TR
Wl Sakb has ot oplodd heckc) beeggial

e o G ales
L frebacils, rvsberddd
| soxcin

ACn a5 ils |
agaimnst ngushcy
ol e accoplad  elhods o
bS] Nk s R

siralions, appea . i, In Orgamisa

fonal Sat-up oo s 3 ditte

rant casl The o gansalion whaih
opaiales om Sivaramaknish
na's ranled ono-room housa  at
Rampachodavar im has only tnb
agls as membirs and olfice-
bearars, The non-inbal prasence
around ha odganisation 1S imited
o two-mien — One is Dr Sivaramak-
righna imsall | w second is tho
young advocal.: Trinatha Hao
whose presence runs as the llob-
lood of the orgs wsing nsall now,
since such is Sa«ii's line of action

"'_'-n:il'.:

To ensure s froshness and also
o ansure efoctivenass in s mis
sion Sakti adop!d the method of
diract action. Mot af this Diroct Ag-
tion has come th ough in the form

Sivaramaknshna says Wherd Nad
Foan hitherlo a r1r|;]l‘ el Ol
s ol nonddribal men  having
ifanbrs weithe inibeal woirwen cnd ois
Ay e altlbor shord wanods
T oo e, 1oF SOma reason, 100k
ihey tnbal woman lor grantod a3 il
ey winno thoro fos thuely ik Did
corv ol M roiakm g Of Concontnm

sy o Goakl acton has  Doen
agans! such offonces on Inbal
e by Fery- e il oo L aul

Al o TN contracto. Kaept a tnk
A qird for soma tma and ket her
phck she had a child. Sakb ook the
woidminn and chud 10 courl praying
(hat the contractor be asked 10 pro-
vida them mainlenance. In another
inglance wheea another contraciorn
had el a blind giﬂ alter a short
allair too. Sakli has approached
the courl praying for maintenance.
Both these cases arne now in tho
courls.

All thus has set the affluent non-
mbal lobby against Sakli. Sivar-
amakrishna was arrested thrice by
the pobice on lrumped-up charges
Once while helping a Inbal g
raped by an outsider. Sivaramak-
rnshna and some Sakli aclivisls

soin TP D0aad] DATVEN OF OWITHST ST
A ot sl our laxabon melhods

So it s Wtally diogcal 10 1ax iNbais
undar non-trical economic polic:as,
says Swvaramaknsnna Sakli also
wanms the tnbals 1o be permitted 1o
taka thist produce 10 The Open mar-
kel in search of compatilive prces,
aven as the GCC continues iNs op-
gration as a sateguard against mid-
domen As a first slep, Saktl has
approachied the governmant 1or a
permil for about 45 inbal lamibas 10
gl thisir lamannd in 1he opan mar-
boisd Uhies - yerar,

b Swvaramakishng
thought of organising the
froteals of thiose argas into

an organisation to hght explotaton
e vanous comers, he was well
aware of the exstonce o samalar
ur..h“ TR LETT G I1.|1 L “'“ -,..':.iu““?
and - i his own words — their -
mited effectiveness. These orga-
nisalons worg concentrating more
on channehsing  developmanl
tunds from the government as well
as Indian and foreign donor agen-
cies — than thinking of means o
save the inbes from the sSOCio-
sconomical onslaught which they
were being subjected 10, Hence he
was decided that Sakti should not
end up as another development
agency and that there should be a
cerain freshness in ils approach.

The saddest part of the govern-
ment's extanded presence nlo the
secluded tnbal pockets has been
that tha rules and laws iImposed on
the tnbal socio sel-up lended 10

=

Trinatha Rao, extreme ri

ght, discussiiig land alienation

with the tribals of Chintalpudi.

market and charges heavy ‘com-
missiors thereby causing a con-
siderable loss in return to the tribals
lor the forest produce. Next in the
row comes the forest department of
the state government, which from
ime 10 hime conducls surveys lo
decide upon reserved forest
boundanes displacing and alienat-
ing tribals in their natural habitat
The policies of the department on
ownearship of land and vegetation
Or cullivation nghls in tribal areas
have often lurned out to be painful
for the inbals. The industnes are
there next. They grab from the
lorest wealth — especially the bam-
boo and soft wood - without any
cancern lor ecological balance or
the tnbals’ future: For if the fores!
isn't there, how shall the tribal be. ..
A fourth party in the outrage on trib-
als is the non-tribal settlers in tribal
areas. Though there are rules pro-
hibiting non-tribals from owning
land in agency areas, in the Goda-
van forests which are the conven-
ional habitat of the Konda Reddy
ang Koyas and a few other sub-
Inbes anyone can find hundreds of
selliers evan from outside the state
lrading or cullivating. Many of them
have bought tribal land holdings
Megally. Alienation at home went
turthor up with the non-tribals
laying their hands on whalever land
was left by the Forest Department
lor the poor inbals. There have
been instances of the state govern-
ment’s seltlement department col-

school at Geddada belween Ram-
pachodavaram and Marredumilli,
nght i the tribal heartland, there
was a leacher by name Sivaramak-
nshna. The youlh with a post
graduate degree had come to Ged
dada from his nalive village of Jag-
gayyapeta juslt for the job: Soon he
realised thal there was more to his
calling here than just teaching. The
iragrance of tnbal lite all around
and the earthy flavour of the cullure
imbued the young man a passion
developed 10 know it - 1o live il

Sivaramakrishna started resear

ching into what he would call as
Tnbal Knowledge Systems and
submilted a thesis litled the Tribal
Folklore of Andhra Pradeshin 1972
to the Osmamia University which
conferred the degree of doclorate
on him in 1982, The young man
whose involvement with the tribals
and the problems which plagued
them mulliplied with each passing
day. The tnps he undertook on foot
into the forest in search of more
and more of these sweet couplets
or the reslt of a tale had given him
an opportunity to see from close
quarlers the shape of things in the
Inbal settieinents despite the gov

ernment and vanous other agen

cies claiming to have done so much
lor the uplift of these communitics
eversince independence. Dr Sivar-
amaknshna's thoughls of these
days - the days he himself lived the
lile of the inbals in the deep groves
of the Bison Hills - took shape of a

of slays from ['e courls of law
againsl  aclions by non-lnbals
which may b/ proved de
trimental to tha i erests of the trib
al community. &0kl has so lar so
cured at leasl hall a dozen such
slays against ssues ke land
ahenation, ree ivikng. outrages on
tnbal womean abc it's horo thal thao
role of Trnatha |ao, tho advacalo
bacomis  irmpor ind

o
oull, 45 4

-

4 Reddys at the Mamudikotta tribal settiement.
4
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inal group, on
Nnave been abl
and legal solut
problems

Sakli has got a

5 Own woulkd ot
W hnk ol imely
V10 all the tnbals’

dy Order lrom (the
High Court agai- st a plywood ‘ac-
lory al Rajahm: adry culting fruit-
bearing lrees om lhe reserve
forests. The ar ument has been

Dr Sivaramakrishna, fourider of Sakti, talking to Konda

took the girl to the Mandai Revenue
Officer belore whom she gave a
stalement that she was raped. La-
ter, under pressure, lhe girl was
made 10 withdraw the statemenl
and Sivaremakrishina was arrested
Ly the police on the charge that he
instigated the girl to make a false
staterment. On another cocasion he
was arrestled for dismanitling a li-
quor shop in the agency area along
with some Sakli members. All thal
has nol deterred him. He knows of
ihe opposiion he has 1o face.

Sakll, ever since its inception, had
peen campaigning agamnst the
monopoly righls the GCC enjoyed
in the marketing of minor {orest pro
duce. [hough onginally conceived
as a saleguard against middlemen
this provision has now proved to be
a disadvaniage to the tribals. The
main lorest produce on which the
tribals earn revenue here in tamar-
ind. The GCC buys it at around Rs
4.50 per kg. Oul of this the GCC
deducts 15% handling charges,
H% as slale govt sales tax and
anolher 15% as forest (entals. Al-
ter ali the daductions whal the tnba!
gols would be around a mere Rs 3
per kg ol tamannd whereas the
open market rates would be arcund
Hs 5 per kg. So Sakli has deman-
ded thal the government should
not levy rentals and taxes on forest
produces since the forest produces
are the birthright of the tribals. Their
sociology Is an enlirely differeit

treat the tribals as "' Tresspassers '
The forest department has 10 take
the major blame for this. Wrong
policies regarding possession of
lands by abonginal populations,
and the resinctions imposed on
their movernents and settlements
within their own habitats as paft of
surveying and demarcating bound-
aries of reserve forests elc have
been oulrageous as far as the tnb-
als are concerned. It has to be
noled thal these rules were im-
posed on them without even show-
Ing ther an alternative way of iv-
ing. Like bringing them on par with
the developed non-tnibal popula-
lions. so thal the same rules could
make sense lor both alike. In the
1976 survey, many tnbal setlle-
ments have come within reserved
forest boundanes in the Bisen Hills

Unless the  government gives
thought to these, than being con
tent with earmarking funds for the
ITDA, there is no way the tribals
could get justice. The scenario be-
comas disturbing as one realises
that Sakti's 1s the lone voice thal
campaigns towards this and more
SC. considenng the possibilitios if
its achievements lail 1o salisty the
iribes. After all, these are the
torusts from where Alluri Sitarama
Raju orgamised his revolt. And
these are the men who moved with
him,

John Ulahannan
[ ]




