Grave threat to ecological.

‘systemsin

Visakhapatnam: The “manya
prantha chaitanya yatra™ in
which &g many as 50 voluniary
organisations are involved,
under the leadership of the
chaitanys sravanthi has so far
completed more than three
weeks of the 120-day explora-
Libn and study tour on
al imbalamce in Lhe eastarn
ghats.
In astudy report. the chaitanya
sravanthi obsorved that their
vigit to Srikakulam, Koraput,
Vizianagaram and Visakhapal-
nam districts had revealad thal
& large number of tribals had
been displaced by the massive
irrigation and hydel power pro-
Jects under execution. Besides,
the projects have created seolo-
gical imbalances on an unpre-
cedented scale. Landslides, sobl
erceion and siltation caused by
frequent floods had upset the
goal of the projecis. The report
opined that these “human-
made disasters” if allowsd o
eontinue would adverselv affes
Abe-ecological svetems of theen-
tire paninsular Indis
Thi report cibed the crombling
_E Yeleru reservoit (unnels car-
water to Visakhapainam

peereclinigr diisasten lor Le entire
peninsula.

The Sileru project. the report
observed, had displayed 50,000
Samantha tribals bul the dis-
placed persons were being tre-
ated s refugees, both by the
Andhra and Orissa Brn-
ments, Meilther of the states
have accepted them as citizens.
The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment announced the extension
of financial support by the in-
lernalional bank for agricul-
lure and development for re-
habilitation of podu cultivators,

but for reasons of its own, the
Study report
government, the report men-
tioned had nol included the
Samantha tiribale under the

assigtanee scheme.

Warning
The report warned of degrada-
tion of ecological sysiems in the
eastorn ghais al & danperous
PaE.
The  pcientigis havwe recom-
mended - 37 biogphere  resor
voirse and the 1nited Nations
aducation, social and cultural

organisation’s formula in the

plant, the dangerous con< mstorn ghate region of Srika-

=.of “the

e line carrying ore to

patnam port, lands

Kot havalasa- ‘hulam district, The sal forests
-and the dry deciduous foresis of

the sastern ghats in Andhra

, erosion of bunds, and Pradesh would degrade further

the massive siltation of river de- if

the scientists’ recommenda-

Itas as early warningsof the im- 1ions made to the Central and

eastern

. jungles of
Visakha

ghats™

stalé governments for their
preservation were. ool im-
plemented, they warned. The
report opinad that trbal Hghts
ovir foresls have Doon JoOpar-
disod due Lo complicated and
sometimes contradictory rabes
which was resulling in alena-
tion of tribal lands fmom tribals
to non-Lrhals on bonam) trans-
aciions
Thix Cxproised  OOROSTT
al the Lion of the eoolt-
gioal sysloms in (0o oastern
ghats due Lo bauxile mining by
Naloo and the over-sxplojiation
of bamboo Lroes for paper mills.
Mango, lamarind and
fruits, which susiain the
ala, were being folled for manu-
facture of plywood

Wild lite sanciuaries
Thio “manya prantha chailanys
yatra® rcpml': wlso demanded
the rigristralion of Xolera lake
under the ntcrnabonal Ram-

aar conventon, of which India
is & sigmatory. The koleru lake
# a smancluary for migraling
birds from Sibera and other
T Lres
The report appeatod Lo Ube gov-
ernment W preserce and pro-
toct the kst vostl pes of Ul pris-
tine wild lifc sanctuaries on the
pastorn ghats and the thick
Murripakala' in
district by im-
g the sugpestions of
environmenial scieniisis.



